
 
 Toxics Cleanup Program Policy 

 Policy 500B 
 

Resource Contact:       Policy and Technical Support Staff     Effective: July 1, 1991 
Replaces:   Policy 500B (7/1/91) Revised: December 6, 2004 
  

Policy 500B Identification Of Potentially Liable Persons (PLPs) 

This policy provides Ecology employees guidance on identifying potentially liable persons under the 
Model Toxics Control Act (MTCA).   
 
The identification of Potentially Liable Persons (PLPs) is necessary to advance the cleanup of 
hazardous waste sites under MTCA and recover the costs and damages associated with the investigation 
and cleanup of these sites. 
 
Users should also read Procedure 500B. 
 

1. PLPs Shall Be Identified At Specific Times 

PLPs must be identified when: 
A. Ecology has credible evidence that a release or threatened release of hazardous 

substances has occurred which poses a threat to human health and the environment; 
and, 

B. The Department is ready to proceed with action at a site (other than those listed in 
paragraph 2, below). 

 
2. The Department Is Not Required To Conduct A PLP Search Under The Following 

Circumstances: 

The Department may conduct emergency actions, initial investigations, site hazard 
assessments, WARM ranking, and listing decisions prior to determining the identity of or 
notifying PLPs. 
 

3. PLPs Shall Be Identified Per Criteria In The MTCA 

The standards of liability established in RCW 70.105D.040 state who may be potentially 
liable for a release or threatened release of hazardous substances.  Ecology may name PLPs 
with respect to a site when persons meet any of the criteria of that section. 
Liability is strict, joint, and several.  Strict liability means that liability can be imposed on 
the basis of this statutory authority without any regard to who is at fault for a release.  Joint 
and several liability means that any single PLP can be required to pay for all of the costs 
and damages associated with the investigations and cleanup of any release. 

 










